Kalam's Call To The Nation

spit paan on the streets of Tokyo?

"Why don't you use examination jockeys or buy fake certificates in
Boston? We are still talking of the same, you, who can respect and conform
to a foreign system in other countries but cannot in your own. You, who will
throw papers and cigarettes on the road the moment you touch Indian ground.
If you can be an involved and appreciative citizen in an alien country why
cannot you be the same here in India?

"Why is the media so negative in India? Look at
Dr. Sudershan, he has transformed the tribal village into a self-sustaining,
self-driving unit. There are millions of such achievements but our media is
only obsessed with bad news, failures and disasters. I was in Tel Aviv once
and I was reading the Israeli newspaper. It was the day a lot of attacks and
bombardments and deaths had occured. The Hamas had struck. But the
front page of the newspaper had the picture of a Jewish gentleman, who in
five years had transformed his desert land into an orchid and a granary. It
was this inspiring picture that everyone woke up to. The gory details of
killing, bombardments and deaths, were inside in the newspaper, buried
among other news. In India, we only read about deaths, sickness, terrorism,
crime. Why are we so negative?

"So, who is going to change the system? What does a system consist
of? Very conveniently for us, it consists of our neighbours, other households,
other cities, other communities and the Government. But definitely not me
and YOd When it comes to us, actually making a positive contribution to
the system, we lock ourselves along with our families into a safe cocoon and
look into the distance at countries far away and wait for a Mr Clean to come
along and work miracles for us with a majestic sweep of his hand. When the
Gulf war-struck, we demanded to be rescued and were brought home by the
Indian Government. Everybody is out to abuse and rape the country. Nobody
thinks of feeding the system. Our conscience is mortgaged to money. Dear

How well you behave in other countries - do the same in India.
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